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Chairperson’s Report 2019/2020 (12th AGM) 
Balai Bahasa Indonesia Perth (Inc) has experienced another busy and exciting year 
during 2019 and the beginning of 2020 which saw our organisation again reach out in 
many directions to share Indonesia and its language and cultures with many sections of 
the community. In the last twelve months, we as an organisation have again expended 
many hundreds of dedicated hours in bringing activities and experiences to the people of 
Perth and WA, to engage positively with our near and important neighbour, Indonesia. I 
would like to share briefly with you, some of the activities we have undertaken in the last 
12 months and allude to some the activities planned for this year. 

Indonesian language classes 
February 2019 began as usual with our Indonesian language classes for adults, held at 
the Consulate General, and at Scotch College. These classes continue to be our only 
source of a small amount of income and the quality and quantity of classes remains 
important to our organisation, as does the satisfaction and feedback from our adult 
students. Class numbers dropped through 2019, and it will be necessary for BBIP to re-
focus on strategies that will attract people to maintain their Indonesian language 
learning.  
Classes were again held two to three nights a week at the BBIP classroom behind the 
Indonesian Consulate General building and some classes were held at the Scotch 
College campus on Tuesday evenings in Terms 1-3, but we did not run classes in Term 
4 due to lack of numbers. We regrettably decided not to advertise any classes for Scotch 
College campus for the first term of 2020.  
Since we began offering adult Indonesian classes in 2008 we have taught 2,339 people. 
This cannot happen without the continued support and dedication of our teachers, and 
we would like to thank, Ibu Theresia, Ibu Hara, Bapak Ari and Ibu Amanda, for their 
continued dedicated work for BBIP. 

 
Apart from the teachers who keep our learners engaged and wanting to learn 
Indonesian, the behind the scenes work for the enrolment process and coordination of 
the teachers, as well as ongoing curriculum advice is provided by the dedication of just a 
few people. I would like to thank in particular, Moya McLauchlan again this year for the 
many hours of volunteer time so generously given during 2019/20 to keep the 
administration side of our classes running smoothly. 
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Language Assistant Program 

We have continued to work with the 
WA Dept of Education, and the KJRI 
Perth, administering the selection 
process and shortlisting of applicants 
for the Language Assistant Program. 
In December we farewelled our 2019 
language assistants Tifany, Rian, 
Prandwinata, Anggit and Kagumi. Its 
always sad for our schools and us to 
say farewell to our LAs each year, but 
the legacy they leave is with our 
children for a lifetime and for that we 

must all be truly grateful. Aside from that gift they put together a short video to help us 
promote the program to future applicants. I think you might enjoy what they came up 
with!  
What an amazing program! With such 
talent that we manage to find for the 
DoE!  This year the Department of 
Education funded three Indonesian 
Language Assistants. This brings the 
total number since the program’s 
inception in 2008 to 51 young adult 
Indonesians representing at least 20 of 
Indonesia’s 34 provinces.  
We would like to thank both WILTA and 
KJRI for their continued support of this 
program. I would especially like to mention the work of 
the Dept of Education (and thank Natalie Walker, who 
is here tonight who works with us on this project). 
Without the funding of the language assistants from the 
Dept of Education and participating schools, there 
would be no LAP. 
During the last month we have had another two 
language assistants arrive in Perth and placed in 
schools in Western Australia. We have one of them 
joining us tonight – Riza Suryandari who is from the island of Madura in the province of 
East Java (our first LA from Madura) and is now working at Butler Primary and SIDE. 
Ruth Lestari is also a first – our first LA from the province of Papua. Ruth is from 
Jayapura, the capital city of Papua and is working in several schools in Geraldton for the 
year, so gives her apologies for not being here tonight. We are still awaiting the arrival of 
Sufi Akbari a young man from the city of Banjarmasin in South Kalimantan (another first 
as he is our first LA from that province). 
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Indonesian Language Ambassador Program (ILAP) 
The BBIP ILAP aims to connect 
school students to young 
Australians who have 
experienced learning and living 
the Indonesian language and 
culture with the main goal being 
to inspire youngsters and 
teenagers to take up (or 
continue) their study of 
Indonesian and develop an 
ongoing engagement with 
Indonesia. Ambassadors do this 
in the first instance by sharing 
with the students, their stories of 
their experiences in Indonesia, as well as supporting and mentoring students through 
their study of Indonesian. This program established by BBIP in 2016 will continue in 
2020 with further visits by ambassadors to schools during the year. I would like to thank 
Fiona Bettesworth for her ongoing work as coordinator of this project. 

Michael J Schools Concerts in Oz Tour and workshops with V1Mast 

During August and September BBIP 
again coordinated the Michael J 
School Concerts in Oz. All teachers 
involved in the project, and who 
accompanied their students to the 
'Michael J School Concerts in Oz 
2019' were again provided access to 
the Michael J School Concerts in Oz 
Schoology Website created by Balai 
Bahasa Indonesia Perth several 
months prior to the concerts and 
workshops.  

A free learning management system 
provides teachers with access to 
curriculum content related to all the 
concerts and songs. By using the 
Schoology website the teachers also 
create and share their own concert 
content and resources with other 
teachers of Indonesian, for use in their 
classrooms. 
 

 

https://app.schoology.com/group/1560809877
https://app.schoology.com/group/1560809877
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This year, in partnership with WILTA, BBIP invited V1Mast to work alongside Michael, 
Toni and Deon in several weeks of workshops with students. The program of concerts 
and workshops was spread over 5 weeks from mid-August through to September. 
Over 1,100 students from 18 schools attended the concert by Indonesian singer Michael 
Jakarimilena (Michael Idol) who has gained quite a following amongst students of 
Indonesian language in schools around Australia. The concerts also started Viza from the 
Jakarta-based V1Mast, along with Toni Brillianto and Deon Maukary.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This program and those like it that reach out to students in their own context and world, 
remain important in building a generation of Australians and Indonesians who trust each 
other, thus establishing a real and stable friendship between our two countries. I would 

BBIP’s Robbie Gaspar, the concert MC with Viza (kiri) and Miki J (kanan) 
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like you all to experience just a couple of minutes of what our students experienced. This 
is what learning a second language should be about…… 
Click here for a snippet from the concert for you to enjoy the song Anak Pantai (Beach 
kid). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The itinerary also saw Michael J 
perform another school concert to 
around 500 students in Canberra 
as well as a workshop at one of 
the high schools. We sincerely 
thank Bapak Imran Hanafi, 
Education Attaché at the 
Indonesian Embassy in Canberra 
for their funding support to enable 
both the WA and ACT concerts to 
go ahead. Here’s the post concert 
promotional advertisement which 
was published from Kompas TV 
from the Embassy in Canberra. 

Aside from part-funding from the Embassy 
of Republic of Indonesia Canberra, funding 
for the 2019 concerts and workshops 
program was provided by Balai Bahasa 
Indonesia Perth, Dept of Jobs, Tourism, 
Science and Innovation in Western Australia 
(with many thanks to Jennifer Mathews  - 
Deputy Director General Strategy and 
International Engagement), WILTA, ACICIS, 
and several smaller sponsors, with crucial 
support from the Consulate General of the 

Republic of Indonesia Perth of course. BBIP are very grateful for the ongoing local 
support of the KJRI and we hope, the continued support of the KBRI in Canberra.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5mrOda_1nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YfzyroWmhus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YfzyroWmhus
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank our guests from the State Government here 
tonight. We are honoured to have Hon Minister Tinley AM MLA and Hon Minister 
Johnston MLA here tonight. We are grateful for you both making the time out of your 
very busy schedules to spend the evening with us. Also, we thank: 

• Ms Kim Giddens, Asia Engagement Policy Advisor to Minister Tinley 

• Ms Jennifer Mathews Deputy Director General Strategy and International 
Engagement (JTSI) and acknowledge the late apology of Ms Rebecca Brown 
Director General Dept of Jobs, Science, Tourism and Innovation (who was 
planning to be here) 

• Mr Walter Gomes Manager Strategic Projects (Asian Business Councils) 
Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation   

Forgive me for taking this opportunity to seek the 
attention of the State Government in the matter of 
funding of some of BBIP’s projects…. It has been 
the dream of BBIP since inception that there may be 
some State funding to enable the types of 
Indonesian language and cultural activities that we 
bring on a purely voluntary basis to the state, to 
continue into the future. We live in great hope that 
the WA government’s Asia Engagement Strategy is 
focused not just on business related activities, but 
the all-important language and culture dimension of 
the Australia-Indonesia relationship. (Footnote: we 
have resorted to Go Fund Me pages for projects in 
the last 2 or 3 year…!) 

A Margaret River Primary School Student who 
attended the Michael J Concert with her teacher and 
school group wrote an article in her English class in 
the weeks following the concert.  Her article was 
entered in to a competition through The West 
Australia Ed! Section – and won! Her winning article, 
about the Michael J Schools Concert was 
subsequently published in the ED! Section of the 
West Australian on 29 October! There are some 
copies on your tables. 
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Nusantara Festival Concert  
Mid-September, before Michael and his team, and V1Mast headed back to Indonesia, 
we were pleased, that in partnership with Butler Primary School and with a small grant 
from the City of Wanneroo, the local community of Butler were introduced to Indonesia 
through a day of enjoying great music, and Indonesian food and craft stalls. The 
Principal of Butler Primary School and her team were very happy with the outcome 
which saw many parents, grandparents, children and friends gather in the school ground 
for this sunny spring day of Indonesianness!  
Click here for a quick look at the Welcome Song sung in Indonesian and Noongar that 
started the day on a fabulous note after an poignant smoking ceremony and welcome to 
country from the local Aboriginal Education Officer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival Indonesia 2019 (Formerly Kreasi)  
October brought us the 
Consulate General’s and 
Indonesian Diaspora’s 
Festival Indonesia 3-day 
celebration held at 
Elizabeth Quay. BBIP 
held an information stall 
over the weekend and 
were pleased to support 
the KJRI school’s 
excursion day on the 
Friday. Ibu Sue Cooper, 
our BBIP secretary put in 
a long day volunteering 

and working with the hundreds of school children who attended for various workshops. 
Terima kasih Ibu Sue.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6PPW8L8ZmY
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Congratulations to Ibu Dewi and her team and to the Panitia Festival Indonesia 2019 on a 
job well done. I’m sure I can say on behalf of the new incoming Chairperson that BBIP 
looks forward to being a part of the Festival Indonesia 2020 under the leadership of Ibu 
Fina (Ketua Panitia), and of course Ibu Konjen and the whole team. Terima kasih. 

 
I was unable to attend the 
final day of the Festival 
Indonesia as I was on a 
plane to Jakarta to receive an 
award from the Indonesian 
Government through the 
Ministry of Education and 
Culture's Badan 
Pengembangan dan Bahasa 
dan Perbukuan (The National 
Language and Book 

Development Agency). I was nominated by the Agency to receive the Penghargaan 
Anugerah Tokoh Pegiat Diplomasi Kebahasaan (which seems to best translate to the 
Language Activist Diplomacy Award. 
The award was presented on 28 Oct (Hari Sumpah Pemuda or National Youth Pledge 
Day)  in a lavish function held at the Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Bidakara Grand 
Pancoran in South Jakarta. I certainly felt very humbled by the award and the hospitality 
afforded me during my three day stay for the awards ceremony.  

 
Some of my colleagues and friends 
were invited as VIPs to the 
ceremony. Thank you so much to 
Ibu Moya Mclauchlan, Ibu Vicki 
Richardson, former Consul General 
to WA and Ambassador to Morocco 
Mr Dede Syamsuri and his wife Ibu 

Ella, Former Consul to WA and Ambassador to 
Chile, Mr Aloysius Madja and his wife Ibu 
Fransiska, Jajang C. Noer, Michael J and my 
ever-supporting and loving husband Lloyd! It 
was such an exciting time for me and having 
you all around to enjoy the day with me was 
the icing on the cake! Terima kasih dari lubuk 
hati saya. 
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Penutup  
The programs and activities undertaken over the last twelve months contribute to 
achieving the Balai Bahasa Indonesia Perth’s mission to assist peoples from our two 
great countries to interact more on the people-to-people level and develop greater 
understanding of each other and therefore build a more trusting and effective Indonesia 
Australia relationship at all levels.  
BBIP IS making a contribution to help Australians develop an interest in Indonesia, and 
more importantly, a more balanced view of Indonesia, our near and most important 
neighbour in the region; and have contributed to Australians understanding Indonesia 
better.  
This coming year, I believe will be one of consolidation for BBIP, some reflection and 
moving forward without me at the helm. 

I will be on the Board in a much more minor role until the end of the year to work on a 
couple of BBIP projects. I am looking forward to helping BBIP in this way by focusing on 
the BBIP partnership with City of Joondalup on a community cultural program involving 
Michael J and local Indigenous performer Dennis Simmons of Maar Koodjal. Thanks 
Lynsey for the work you are undertaking with us to get a grant to boost this work and 
bring it to fruition. And thank you to Michael Faulkner International Business Advisor City 
of Joondalup who came up with the idea of connecting BBIP and the Arts Team at CoJ. 
 I am also convening and 
chairing the 16th ASILE 
Conference hosted by 
BBIP and WILTA which 
will be held in Perth from 
30 Sept to 2 Oct (see 
slide 26). So hopefully, 
great things ahead this 
year under the new 
Chairperson of BBIP! 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank the members of the 2019 Board of the Balai Bahasa Indonesia 
Perth, who have given of their time throughout the year for the advancement of BBIP as 
a valued organisation.  
On behalf of the Board I would also like to acknowledge and thank those individuals and 
organisations who have contributed in any way to the success of our activities during the 
last twelve months.  
We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts and hope that you will support BBIP in to 
the future…. 
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Which leads me to the finish of my final Chairperson’s report for BBIP. 
I can only say a huge thank you (terima kasih sebesar-besarnya) to all who have 
supported me, my visions for the organisation and ideas to engage people in interacting 
with our near neighbours and friends, Indonesia.  Thank you for enabling BBIP to grow 
and from the seed of an idea to an organisation that has achieved a fair bit in 12 years. 
May BBIP grow stronger and bigger under the leadership of its new Chairperson! 
Thank you so much, to those people who are here tonight and to those scattered around 
Indonesia and the world, who have supported me in developing my Indonesian, as well 
as in the task of promoting Indonesia and Indonesian language in Australia for the past 
30 years. 
I wish the incoming Chairperson all the best for a successful 2020 for BBIP.  
Terima kasih semuanya! 
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